
The Chain of Generations Center – A New Museum 
Experience at the Kotel 
By:  Eliav Nachlieli – Project Designer 

After seven years of 
labor, a new project 
adjacent to the Kotel is 
about to open.  This 
project is a spiritual – 
museum experience, 
composed entirely of 
sculpture in music, rays 
of light, smoke, and 
glass.  The project, called The Chain of Generations Center, 
takes us on a spiritual journey linking the visitor to the 
cultural and historical roots that are common to each of us 
and to our ancestors.  This is the most difficult project I have 
ever designed due to the sensitive nature of the site and of 
the subject matter, and also because of the desire to 
tangibly convey a topic that is so spiritual. 
The inspiration for the center’s unique concept came from a 
story written by Moshe Amirav – one of the paratroopers 
who participated in the battle for Jerusalem in 1967.  It is a 
story about a simple Jew from Vilna whose life’s wish and 
entire being focused on the holy city of Jerusalem, even as 
he was being led to a concentration camp in Poland.  One 
of his students, who survived the Holocaust, meets the 
paratrooper – narrator on the eve prior to the battle to 
liberate Jerusalem in 1967.  He tells the paratrooper about 
his rabbi, a lover of Jerusalem, and asks him to remember, 
as he leaves for the battle, that he is not alone when fighting 
for Jerusalem’s liberation – but that Jews throughout the 
generations and the Diasporas are storming forward with 
him.   During the battle for Jerusalem, the paratrooper tells 
us, he suddenly feels as though he is a shaliach tzibur, a 
messenger standing in front an audience of hundreds of 
generations that preceded him, and that he is fighting in 
their name and on their behalf.  Visitors to the center hear 
this story at the last station of the tour, at the Hall of Light. 
The Chain of Generations Center tour includes three 
chapters: 
The first chapter is cognitive and informative, meant to 
create a common denominator among the visitors and 
present them with a platform of information on which the 
following emotional experience will be based.  The central 
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message is:  We are links in the chain of generations that 
runs along the axis of time, from the past into the future.  
Despite the differences among us, we all have a common 
basis – a past and a heritage that is symbolically expressed 
in Jerusalem. 
The second chapter – The Chain of Names, is a spiritual-
symbolic chapter.  Here, the visitors embark on a symbolic 
journey across a narrow metal bridge that leads them 
through seven spaces, each of which acts as a reminder of 
a chapter in our nation’s history:  “The Nation’s Forefathers 
and the Twelve Tribes”, “The Nation in its Land”, “The 
Destruction”, “Yearning for Zion”, “The Holocaust”, “The 
Revival”, and lastly, the commemoration wall for Israel 
Defense Forces soldiers who fell in the battles for 
Jerusalem.  In each of the rooms, there is a creation made 
of layers of glass etched with the names of people from that 
period of time.  The rooms are dimly lit and the visitor finds 
himself wrapped in smoke and rays of light.  Music 
appropriate for the era of the room is heard in the 
background, integrated with the reading of names and Bible 
verses which assist in conveying the message of each 
chapter. 
One of the peaks of the journey is in the Yearning Room 
where visitors walk across a floor of clear glass.  
Underneath are remnants of a Second Temple period ritual 
bath which was discovered while digging the foundations for 
the huge glass column.  Above the visitor, the “yearning 
tower” billows at a height of nine meters, composed of over 
2,000 layers of glass and weighing 15 tons.  The tower is 
reflected in the glass floor, creating the impression that it is 
sprouting forth from within the archeological remains. 
The third chapter, the Hall of Light, acts as a synthesis 
between the rational chapter and the symbolic one.  
Delicate rays of light dancing in the background, candles 
burning gently, and the hall’s columns all combine to wrap 
the visitors who sit in a dimly lit, minimalist space.  Here, the 
visitors encounter the story of Rabbi Israel HaLevy, based 
on the original story written by Moshe Amirav and adapted 
by the director Micha Levinson. 
The audience sits gathered around a well of light which has 
partially transparent black material stretched across it.  
Each of the visitors can see the blurry image of other 
visitors from the other side of the group.  The actual manner 
of seating reflects the central message – we are all links in 
one chain which has one central focus and roots that 
embrace and strengthen us – our heritage, history, and the 
core of our existence as a nation – Jerusalem as a concept, 
a symbol, and an expression. 
Stars dance above, occasionally emitting rays of light that 
sustain the well in the center.  Then, the image of the 
narrator is projected onto the screen, intermittently 
disappearing into the smoke and light before reappearing.  
A choreographed interplay between light and smoke create 
the feeling that the narrator is floating in space.  At the end 
of this chapter, introspection reaches a peak – each visitor 
focuses on his or her own Jerusalem, and each of us 
becomes aware that we are another link in the chain of 
generations. 
At the end of the presentation, the audience leaves the 
building and looks up to see the Western Wall. 
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